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future drivers will be seen 

as customers rather than 

members and multiple 

products will be offered 

giving people different 

ways to participate lead-

ing to tiered membership 

and benefits. The  

Advanced Test will  

remain as the ‘standard’ 

for advanced motoring 

however.  

 

New literature and mar-

keting material is being 

introduced with IAM be-

ing used as ‘I am’ and 

this marketing strategy 

will see the Institute of 

Advanced Motorists more 

regularly referred to by 

its initials. The IAM web-

site is also being re-

viewed to make it more 

relevant and easier to 

navigate; expect to see 

changes soon. IAM 

Surety has been a suc-

cess with over 18000 in-

surance policies sold to 

members to date. 

 

Finally, as a successful 

2009 draws to a close 

and 2010 beckons I 

would like to take this 

opportunity to say Merry 

Christmas and Happy 

New Year to everyone. 

Wishing you all safe and 

happy motoring over the 

Festive period. 

 

Rob Evans 
Group Chairman 

Hello Everyone 

 

Well, 2009 is almost  

behind us and the Associ-

ates from the September 

Course, at the time of 

writing are preparing to 

take the Advanced Driv-

ing test. As ever, my 

thanks to everyone who 

has contributed to the 

success of the Group over 

the past year which, I 

think, has been particu-

larly successful especially 

given the current eco-

nomic climate.  

 

There are a number of 

highlights from the year; 

the activities undertaken 

to raise the profile of the 

Group, the AGM being 

held back at the Town 

Hall and Chaired by the 

Deputy Mayor. The social 

activity of the Group has 

also started to become 

more successful with a 

number of different types 

of activity for members. 

 

In September we enjoyed 

a ‘treasure hunt’ ending 

with some excellent fayre 

at the Cat and Fiddle 

public house. Then in  

October Jim Cunliffe  

arranged a skid pan day 

which was held at the 

City of Manchester sta-

dium. This was facilitated 

by National Car Control 

Centres and was well 

supported by the Group.   

The course proved to be 

both informative and fun 

for those of us that at-

tended. In 2005 over 

64,000 accidents result-

ing in personal injury in-

volved a skid and during 

the course it became ap-

parent that most drivers, 

once in a skid, would not 

know how to correct the 

situation. 

 

Using a BMW fitted with a 

skid frame the instructor 

created and altered vari-

ous control loss scenarios 

for us to practice the 

skills that he had previ-

ously demonstrated. The 

object of the training was 

to instil into us, through 

practice, the ability to 

recognize each situation, 

and react instantly and 

instinctively to correct it.  

 

October also saw the IAM 

National Car conference 

which I attended along 

with Stephen Linell, 

Group Observer. The 

event was held in the 

Rootes building at War-

wick University and it is 

clear that the IAM is un-

dergoing a period of sub-

stantial change in an ef-

fort to reduce costs.  

 

Moving forward IAM Drive 

and Survive replaces IAM 

Fleet and there is a desire 

to look at new routes to 

membership. In the  
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course participants as no doubt we 

meet our usual 94% success rate. 

Attending the training evenings 

helps, especially the revision night. 
 
Sue Hunt 
Group Secretary 

The Group has been going for 25 

years next year. We plan to mark 

this with a special AGM and hope all 

members will attend and also join 

us for a special dinner, details later. 

We have been organising other 

events for members, e.g. a Skidpan 

session which was a useful experi-

ence. There are other outings 

planned. Please contact Marilyn 

Waugh if you are interested. 

 

The recruitment of new members is 

ongoing so we always need volun-

teers to help. Not all Observers are 

on the Committee and not all Com-

mittee members are Observers  

although there are some people 

who do both and also do other 

things behind the scenes to make 

the Group a success.  

 

We are represented at Regional 

meetings so can put forward any 

queries you raise. It is thanks to 

these people that the Group thrives 

and we realise how lucky we are 

when we learn that a Group in our 

region is folding. I expect congratu-

lations are due to the September  

Associate Coordinator’s Corner 

 

Finally, may I wish you all a Happy 

Christmas and I’ll see you in the 

New Year 

 

Alan Prescott 
Associate Coordinator 
 

First I would like to thank George 

Gaskell for covering for me whilst I 

was recovering from a broken arm. 

George did a great job and I was 

always kept fully informed as to 

what was happening. I must also 

thank Alan Meadows and Mark 

Farnworth who gave me lifts both 

on a Sunday morning and to Com-

mittee meetings. They were very 

much appreciated.  

 

As the current course draws to a 

close I must thank all Associates for 

the way they have applied them-

selves during the course. Sunday 

mornings were well attended and I 

was usually given enough notice of 

absence to arrange a mid-week 

run. Attendances at the classroom 

sessions were also very good. 

Thanks also to Bryan Moore for yet 

another excellent ’Meet the Exam-

iner’ Evening. As always, Bryan 

made it very clear exactly what is 

required on Test  I am writing this 

before I know the results of the 

Tests or, in most cases, before I 

know the Test dates. It does seem 

likely that some Associates will be 

having an Examiner other than 

Bryan Moore. This should not be a 

problem. We prepare you for the 

I.A.M. Test and not a Test with a 

particular Examiner.  

All Examiners test to the same 

standard so it really does not mat-

ter. Bryan raised the possibility of 

another Examiner being in the car. 

Should this happen on your Test 

please do not worry. The Staff Ex-

aminer, as he will be, is there to 

see that your Examiner conducts 

the Test exactly as the I.A.M. 

wants him to. The Staff Examiner 

will play no part in the Test and no 

part in the decision. You just carry 

on as normal. 

 

As the Examiner will treat your 

Test as confidential I am relying on 

you to tell me the result. If the Ex-

aminer said anything which may be 

of use to us then please let me 

know. If it concerns training for ex-

ample, I would take it to the Train-

ing Committee, with your permis-

sion of course. 

 

In the unlikely event of you not 

having a test date when you read 

this then please let me know. If 

any of you who have passed the 

Test wish to know more about Ob-

server Training then speak to Jim 

Cunliffe or Ken Nevitt. If you wish 

to be involved in some other way 

then speak to Rob Evans. Whether 

you stay with us or not, please 

mention the course to your friends. 

Word of mouth is often the best 

form of recruitment. 
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It would be much appreci-

ated if members possessing             

unpresented cheques could 

bank them at their earliest 

convenience.  

 

Many thanks!  

Rona Houlton 
Group Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Bit 



Course Programme – Starting Jan 2010 

All Thursday evening meetings held at the Deafness Resource  

Centre at 8pm.  
 

Introductory evening   Thursday 14th Jan 2010 

Run 1    Sunday 17th Jan 2010 

Run 2    Sunday 24th Jan 2010 

Run 3    Sunday 31st Jan 2010 

Corners & Bends    Thursday 4th Feb 2010 

Run 4    Sunday 7th Feb 2010 

Demo drive    Sunday 14th Feb 2010 

Run 5    Sunday 21st Feb 2010 

Run 6    Sunday 28th Feb 2010 

Run 7    Sunday 7th Mar 2010 

Revision Night    Thursday 11th Mar 2010 
Run 8    Sunday 14th Mar 2010 
Meet the Examiner    Thursday 18th Mar 2010 

Consolidation run or another demo   Sunday 21st Mar 2010 

Consolidation run if waiting for test           Sunday 28th March 
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Committee Vacancies 

There are some planned changes occurring on the Committee: Val O’Hanlon is going to be more involved with 

Group Events so her tenure as Recruitment Office/Group contact will end and Sue Hunt is to step down as 

Group Secretary, though she will continue to support the Group as Minutes Secretary at Committee meetings, 

with promotions and writing a piece for the Newsletter. Therefore, we have two vacancies! Please speak to Val 

or Sue if you would like more detailed information about what the roles involve. 

Winter 2010 Course Programme 
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Group Contact/Recruitment Officer 

• Answer enquires made by e-mail and by phone. 

Send information to casual enquires or, if a free 

assessment is requested, pass details to the   

Associate co-ordinator.   

• Decide and communicate course dates to others. 

• Meet and greet Associates at Intro Evening.  

• Book rooms for classroom sessions and book  

external Examiner. 

• Prepare and distribute Associate info packs. 

• Liaise with IAM concerning Associate paperwork 

and maintain Associate database.  

• Order stationary as required. 

• Place Adverts in local post.  

• Attend recruitment sessions such as Hardshaw 

Centre or the St. Helens Festival. 

Group Secretary 

• Book rooms for Committee meetings. 
• Prepare Agenda for Committee meetings. 
• Receive and distribute all IAM Head Office         

Communication to relevant Committee members 

e.g. policy, finance, staffing, Group Annual Records.  
• Arrange AGM, booking room, speaker, refreshments 

etc. 
• Assist with promotions. 
• Contribute to the Trustees Report for the AGM. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Simon Best, Chief Executive 

 

urge you all to do the same, so 

please keep the feedback coming. I 

want to maintain a vibrant two-way 

dialogue. 

 

Reproduced from IAM Insight— Nov 

2009 Edition 

Welcome to this month’s  
Insight, the communiqué  
produced for the IAM Group      
Network and its members. Its   
purpose is to share our 
thoughts, views and plans with 
our volunteer network, illustrat-
ing the future road map of the 
IAM. 
 
Many of you will already be aware 

that I now have a new role at the 

IAM: this month saw me appointed 

as the Chief Executive. Obviously I 

am delighted at this news – not 

least because the Chairman had 

made it clear at the car conference 

that, rather than adding another 

layer of management and cost to 

our structure, the new IAM CEO 

would effectively replace the two 

managing director posts.  

 

My role now is to continue to 

streamline our structure, to ensure 

that we are well placed to cope with 

the economic downturn, and ready 

to take full advantage of the  

upturn, whenever it comes.  

 

And I am under no illusion about 

the scale of challenge I face. As I 

said in the last edition of Insight, 

following the car conference, we 

now have to work together as one 

IAM, not groups or IAM House, not 

commercial or charity, but as a sin-

gle body pulling in the same direc-

tion.  

 

It’s too easy to fall into manage-

ment speak, and start to bandy 

around phrases such as “synergy” 

and “economies of scale”. But suffi 

ce is to say that both sides of the 

IAM – commercial and charity – 

should be working towards a single 

goal improving the standards of 

driving and riding on our roads.  

 

If Driving Road Safety is to be more 

than a slogan, we will need to show 

that we can get the best from both 

sides of the organisation. In my 

new role as CEO, I want to take a 

strategic, top down view of what 

works best.  

 

The “better driver” proposal is of-

fered in two different markets – 

consumer (via our Group move-

ment) and commercial (via Drive & 

Survive and IAM Fleet). But the two 

don’t have to exclude each other: 

there will now be opportunities to 

cross fertilise and learn what works 

best.  

 

For example, I am a great believer 

that there is no substitute for in-

car/on-bike experience. But could 

we learn anything from the on-line 

preparation that Fleet off ers its cli-

ents? Would some of the online 

pre-course material that they al-

ready sell to companies of all sizes 

also be of interest to your new As-

sociates? If so, the technology 

could mean your associates have a 

“head start” before they even meet 

their Observer.  

 

In terms of our positioning in the 

commercial market, I believe there 

is a quid per quo: the IAM name is 

still a well recognised one and 

opens doors for the commercial 

sales teams not just at IAM Fleet, 

but also Drive & Survive. So just as 

we can explore using commercial 

technology to help our Skills for Life 

process, so IAM Fleet and Drive & 

Survive can use our name to gain a 

competitive edge – and this will 

lead to a re-branding exercise, a 

project that will have to be sup-

ported by our new IT system.  

 

Some of this “cross fertilisation” is 

already happening, with a “new 

product development” group who 

are meeting regularly, as was dis-

cussed at the NRG meeting on Sat-

urday; I’m keen that the best of 

the resultant ideas gain as wide an 

audience as possible, to the benefi t 

of the IAM as a whole. 

 

Rest assured, I do not intend to 

lose contact and engagement with 

you at Group level. I am committed 

to maintaining regular contact and I  

IAM News Communication - Insight  
The Institute of  Advanced Motorists Group Briefing  
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The Committee 
would like to wish 
all our Members, 
Associates and 
Friends a very 

Happy Christmas 
and a healthy,  

prosperous and safe 
New Year. 

Enjoy any parties 
you may attend but 
remember never to 
drink and drive!!! 



Page 5 Newsletter ~ December 2009 

IAM News Releases  

IAM Flood Advice for Drivers 
19th November 2009 

 
With more flooding predicted, the 

IAM (Institute of Advanced Motor-

ists) has today (18 November) is-

sued advice to drivers. IAM Chief 

Examiner Peter Rodger said: "If the 

journey is unavoidable, motorists 

should take extra precautions when 

dealing with severe surface condi-

tions. Torrential rain brings with it 

visibility problems as the car mists 

up in seconds." 

 

Advice for motorists consider-
ing driving in flood conditions: 
 

Don't go in if the water’s obviously 

too deep or flowing too quickly: 

consider an alternative route.  

 

If you have to drive through water 

try to drive in the highest section of 

the road and don't set off if a vehi-

cle is travelling in the opposite di-

rection. Leave time and space for 

each other, so you don't swamp 

other drivers.  

 

Drive only fast enough to create a 

small bow wave in front of the vehi-

cle - driving at speed may be dan-

gerous to other vehicles or pedes-

trians.  

 

Keep going once you have started - 

make sure you have a clear run, 

put the car into first gear, keep the 

revs high and set off. Don't go in if 

you can't see a way out on the 

other side.  

 

Do not take your foot even slightly 

off the accelerator, as this will allow 

water to travel up the exhaust pipe. 

As you go through the water, slip 

the clutch if you can. After you 

come out, dry brakes gently before 

you need them - the best way is to 

lightly apply the brake as you drive 

along for a few seconds.  

 

At the other side, keep moving and 

continue to rev the engine to clear 

any water from the exhaust.          

Severe Gales 
Warning to drivers 

13th November 2009 

This weekend’s severe gales (14 

November 2009) will pose problems 

to all drivers, not just those in high 

sided vehicles, warned the IAM 

(Institute of Advanced Motorists). 

With forecasters predicting inland 

gales of up to 75mph, the IAM said 

that motorways will be particularly 

hazardous. “Not only are strong 

side winds and rain predicted, there 

will be the inevitable local flooding 

that follows from drains blocked by 

leaves. These conditions can chal-

lenge even experienced drivers,” 

said IAM Chief Examiner Peter 

Rodger. 

 

The IAM advised: 
 
HEAVY RAIN – watch for the shiny 

patches that are lying water; give 

yourself a longer gap to other traf-

fic, and be ready to slow down 

when you need to; keep the de-

mister working; don’t soak pedes-

trians or cyclists by running 

through puddles . 

 
FLOODING – lower your speed 

right down and choose the shallow-

est route available , use the middle 

of the road if that’s where it is and 

you can. Use a low gear to keep 

revs high and control speed by slip-

ping the clutch (beware that water 

could enter the exhaust, so keep 

the revs up). Make sure you can 

see the way out before you enter 

water, and if it is too deep, or too 

fast moving, don’t risk it. 

 
HIGH WINDS – Slow down – you 

are more vulnerable to side winds 

at higher speeds. Give yourself 

more space, with plenty of distance 

between you and the vehicle in 

front; take particular care when 

passing large vehicles and motorcy-

cles, and be ready for side winds at 

gaps in buildings or as you come 

out of a cutting. Cyclists are par-

ticularly vulnerable to side winds. 

Misuse of SATNAV means 
road users are ‘driving 

blind’ says IAM 
10th November 2009 

 

Drivers using satellite navigation 

should keep a map for backup, 

says the IAM (Institute of Ad-

vanced Motorists). 

 

Many people in rural areas will 

have seen or heard of lorry driv-

ers getting stuck in narrow lanes 

after blindly following their sat-

nav’s cheerful instructions. If the 

UK were to introduce ‘road trains’ 

(articulated 60 tonne mega-liners 

stretching up to 82ft), as has 

been discussed recently, these 

incidents could be much more 

serious says the IAM. 

 

A recent survey 

(www.motoring.co.uk) said that 

20% of women and 30% of men 

have blindly followed a satnav 

into the middle of a field, and 

Network Rail has experienced 

damage to railway bridges and 

level crossing collisions as a re-

sult of drivers’ failure to use their 

initiative. Peter Rodger, IAM Chief 

Examiner, said: “Satnavs can be 

a real aid to road safety, provid-

ing the driver already has an idea 

of the route. 

 

“Your satnav aids your own navi-

gational abilities. It should not 

replace them. Have a map as a 

fall back and remember satnavs 

are no more infallible than the 

person who uses them, so do 

have some idea of your route be-

fore you set out.” 

 

“Drivers using satnavs for the 

first time should be prepared to 

familiarise themselves with it be-

fore setting off on a journey.” Mr 

Rodger added. 

 

See the IAM web site at 

http://www.iam.org.uk/ for more 

information 



Ultimate Driving Craft (DVD 100 
minutes): Chris Gilbert has a  

relaxed teaching style which is very 

suitable for a DVD audience. The 

DVD covers many advanced driving 

techniques throughout the range of 

driving environments (urban, rural, 

motorways, bad weather, progres-

sive etc) with an initial emphasis on 

the benefit and development of  

commentary as a method of driving 

“self development”. The DVD  

instruction is given in the form of 

an Instructor’s style of commentary 

which Chris delivers in a very  

listenable manner. 
 
Advanced Roadcraft (DVD – 68 
minutes): This DVD features gen-

eral skills and techniques for driv-

ing safely and progressively in the 

range of road environment and in-

cludes tips for driving at night.  The 

techniques and skills presented 

cover much of the syllabus of the 

Police Roadcraft Manual including a 

section including demonstration of 

safe overtaking, a twenty minute 

demonstration of advanced driving 

through busy city traffic and a sec-

tion on motorway driving. 

 
Commentary Driving (DVD- 75 
Minutes): This programme pre-

sents the development and expert 

examples of driving commentary. 

The programme features 3 com-

mentary sections. 

 

Roadcraft - The Police Driver's 
Course on Advance Driving 
Rather than being purely instruc-

tional this DVD follows police candi-

dates on an advanced driving 

course run at the Metropolitan  

Police Motor Driving School,  

Hendon. The DVD complements 

"Roadcraft: The Police Drivers 

DVD Resource Library 
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Handbook” by showing the instruc-

tors coaching the candidates 

through advanced driving tech-

niques and particularly the System 

of Car control. The course includes 

the range of driving situations  

covered by the Group and addition-

ally includes sections on night  

driving and skid pan training. 

 

Contact John on 0151 289 3798 or 

johnplumb@shgam.org.uk   

Newsletter -  25th Anniversary Special Edition 

2010 is a special year for the St. 

Helens Group of Advanced Motor-

ists as we will be celebrating our 

25th Anniversary! This will be 

formally recognised at its AGM in 

June. To mark the passing of this 

memorable occasion I plan to put 

together a special edition of the 

Newsletter for the April 2010  

Edition and need your help with 

content for this special edition. If 

you just undertook advisory ses-

sions prior to taking the Ad-

vanced Test or have served the 

Group as an Observer, Officer, 

Ordinary Committee member, or 

in some other capacity, then will 

you consider submitting a few 

lines (or more if you’d like to!) for 

the Newsletter?  

 

It is your opportunity to remi-

nisce about your experiences of 

being a Group member and to 

have your words recorded for 

posterity!  

What prompted you to take the 

Advanced Driving Test and,  

following your Test, how has the 

experience shaped your ongoing 

driving career? Do you have any 

stories to tell about your involve-

ment as a Committee member, 

Observer or a times when you 

helped the Group with recruit-

ment? If you served the Group 

during its early years then what 

trials and tribulations did the 

Group go through? What was the 

Group like in its 

early years and 

how has it 

evolved to the 

Group we know 

today. 

 

You can appreci-

ate that the 

brief is broad! 

I’m looking for 

contributions reflecting both the 

history of the Group and the peo-

ple who made the history happen.  

Praise is good but if there are 

things you didn’t like, include 

those as well. Accounts of your 

experiences need to be honest 

for people to read next year—

and for future generations of 

people coming to the Group! 

 

Please e-mail to me at  

editor@shgam.org.uk or if you 

are not comfortable with com-

puters then telephone me on 

01744 635221 and I’ll give you 

an address for posting. I plan to 

produce a collage of photos so if 

you don’t plan to write anything, 

a photo and the year you passed 

your Test would be great! I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Best Wishes for Christmas and 

the New Year 

 

Mark Farnworth 
Newsletter Editor 



The slower 

they separate, 

the tighter the 

bend. The 

faster they 

separate, the 

more open is the bend. 

 

Applying The System of  Car  
Control 
 
The 'System' is a systematic 

method of driving which, if used 

correctly, will substantially reduce 

the risk of a driver being the cause 

of an accident.  

 

An explanation of the System is 

given in the IAM’s  Advanced  
Driving book and it is to this you 

must refer if you want a greater    

understanding. There are five 

phases of the System which must 

be considered on the  approach to 

any hazard. A hazard can be the 

presence and / or movement of any  

vehicle or pedestrian, a road fea-

ture such as a roundabout or a cli-

matic feature such as a sudden 

downpour of rain.  

 

The five phases are: Information, 
Position, Speed, Gear, Accelera-
tion The Information phase over-

laps every other phase of the Sys-

tem.  

 

Take information by looking at  

traffic signs and looking at the  

position and movement of vehicles 

and pedestrians. Be aware of  

observation links i.e. the hazards  

associated with what can be seen 

e.g. parked vehicles, a pedestrian 

flagging a taxi, a garage forecourt, 

a pedestrian walking to the front of 

a bus or roadside telephone poles 

formed into a curved line in the  

distance. Use your mirrors at any 

point in the System but particularly 

before changing position, before 

slowing or after changing gear i.e. 

a final check behind before the haz-

ard is reached. 

 
 

TERMINOLOGY 
 

Terminology is used in all special-

ised activities, advanced driving  

being no exception. Within our 

Group we try to keep terminol-

ogy to a minimum and when used, 

the 'giver' should be certain that 

the 'receiver' understands. De-

scribed below are the meanings 

of a few of the more technical 

words and phrases we use 

within the Group.  

 

The SYSTEM: The System of Car 

Control is a procedure for dealing 

with all the actual and potential  

hazards on a road, as and when 

they arise. Hazards include physical    

features such as corners / round-

abouts, the movement of other 

road users and weather / road sur-

face conditions. 

 

10-2 or 9-3 Position: These num-

bers describe the recommended   

positions for hands on a steering 

wheel. Imagine the steering wheel 

as a clock, the hands for straight 

driving being placed at these clock 

positions. A tall person will     

probably feel most comfortable with 

the their hands at the 10-2 posi-

tion, whilst a small person will 

probably adopt 9-3. 

 

Ship's Steering: A Fault. This is 

when the driver's hands appear to 

be 'glued' to the steering wheel in 

the 10-2 or 9-3 position. Steering 

movement is accomplished by 

keeping each hand fixed in it re-

spective position and turning the 

wheel. The effect is similar to a 

steam boat captain manoeuvring 

his boat down a river. Relatively 

minor steering movements by this 

method are acceptable and would 

not be classed as Ship's Steering. 

 

Maintaining Progress: Drive to 

the speed limit of the road if it is 

safe to do so whilst making full use 

of available, legal road space. Don't 

break speed limits. Keep speed up 

when safe and be disciplined. 

Hazard procedure: This refers to 

the five phases of the System i.e. 

Information, Position, Speed, Gear 

and Acceleration. The Information 

Phase is used throughout and in-

volves TAKING information from 

the road and other road users,      

USING the information received to 

form a driving plan and GIVING in-

formation to other road users about 

your plans. 

 

Overlapping: A Fault. This occurs 

when two or more phases of the 

System are carried out at the same 

time. Overlapping situations include 

braking whilst changing position or 

changing gear whilst braking. 

 

Secondary Braking: A Fault. This 

occurs when the foot brake is  

applied twice for a particular  

hazard. According to the SYSTEM, 

braking should be considered be-

fore a gear is selected. Secondary 

braking occurs when the original 

braking is too late and/or too light. 

The hazard is therefore approached 

too fast, regardless of whether a 

lower gear had been selected. The 

driver has to apply the brakes a 

second time (usually hurriedly) so 

that the hazard can be approached 

safely. 

 

The limit point of observation: 
As you approach a bend you will 

see the road disappearing to the 

left or right. At the point where the 

road disappears, pick out one fea-

ture on each side of the road - as 

seen from your vantage point. As 

you get nearer to the bend, these 

two features will appear to get 

wider apart.  

Driving Tips by Mark 
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Driving Tips - contd.  
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Use the information you have    

gathered by making a plan to deal. 

with the identified hazards and  

making contingency plans for deal-

ing with the unexpected e.g. car 

doors opening, a taxi suddenly   

stopping, a car shooting out of a 

roadside garage, a bus suddenly 

stopping or a car coming fast out of 

a bend ahead.  

 
Give information to other road us-

ers e.g. using your indicators to in-

form them that you are going to 

change position, using your horn or 

flashing your headlights to let them 

know of your presence. Position 

your vehicle to re-enforce any other 

form of signal.  

 

Position yourself so that you can 

pass hazards safely and smoothly. 

Give a good clearance when pass-

ing parked vehicles, cyclists or 

when overtaking moving vehicles. 

Follow the advice given in the High-

way Code for positioning on the  

approach to roundabouts. Position 

yourself when approaching bends in 

national speed limit areas so as to 

maximise your view of the road 

ahead-taking account of oncoming / 

following vehicles and near-side 

hazards. Good observation will    

allow you to make the most effec-

tive use of available (legal) road 

space e.g. taking a clear lane at  

traffic lights on a dual carriageway. 

Good positioning allows smooth 

progress.  

 

Speed: Obtain a safe speed to ne-

gotiate the hazard. Reduce speed, 

if need be, by either easing the 

pressure on the accelerator pedal 

(deceleration) or by braking. What-

ever method is used it is essential 

to lose speed smoothly. 

 

Gear: Once you have the correct 

speed for the hazard, engage the  

correct gear for that speed. The 

aim, almost all of the time, is to 

have a clean separation between 

braking and changing gear i.e. no 

overlapping. Slight overlapping 

when going downhill into a corner 

or a bend is acceptable PROVIDED 

you do the gear change when most 

of the braking has already been 

done.  

 

Acceleration: Consider accelerating 

away from the hazard after taking 

account of your speed, the speed 

limit and the position / movement of 

other road users. The accelerator 

pedal is NOT an on / off switch to be 

suddenly pressed to the floor when 

a hazard has been negotiated. Use 

the pedal smoothly.  

 

Commentary  

 

The dreaded commentary is enough 

to make an Associate's hair curl and 

their palms sweat. Some potential 

Test candidates feel that this is a  

vital part of the Test. It isn't. In 

fact, it isn't even compulsory! A 

good commentary can never make 

up for bad driving but in a border 

line situation between a test pass or 

fail, a commentary could help.  

 

A commentary should be given in a 

systematic way. A good way to start 

is to say where you are, where you 

are going and the route, what the 

weather is like and the state of the 

road. This 'opening' sets the scene 

for the Examiner but more impor-

tantly, it gets you talking. Be sensi-

ble however. Don't start talking 

about the weather if there is a haz-

ard ahead that needs to be dealt 

with-and talked about.  

 

Structure your commentary, per-

haps breaking the road up into three     

areas: far distance, middle distance 

and behind. Far distance features 

could be roundabouts, traffic lights, 

or hill crests. The middle distance 

could be parked vehicles, pedestri-

ans or side roads. Frequent mirror 

checks would enable you to com-

ment on what is behind. A far  

distance feature soon becomes mid-

dle distance and then behind. 

 

There is no need for complicated  

language. If you want to say “on the                                

left” instead of  “nearside” or 

“cars” instead of  “vehicular traffic” 

then do so.  

 

Remember, practice makes per-

fect.  

 

Driving Tips At-A-Glance  
 

1. When driving down a hill use 

the same gear as you would 

use when driving up the same 

hill. 'Pulling power' up a hill 

can be seen as the opposite of 

'engine braking' down a hill.  

 

2. If you see SLOW written on the 

road before a bend then it is 

likely that you will need 3rd 

gear for the bend.  

 

3. If you see chevrons on a bend 

then it is likely that you will 

need second gear for the bend.  

 

4. When approaching 'green'    

traffic lights in 4th gear, 

change to third gear before the 

lights and drive through them 

in 3rd gear (assuming you are 

going straight ahead). A reduc-

tion in speed may be required 

before the gear change (e.g. if 

you are on a dual carriage-

way).  

 

5. On approach to a roundabout 

when a lower gear is required, 

only change gear when it is  

possible to get on to the 

roundabout, ' if it's clear, 

change the gear'.  

 

Mark Farnworth  
Senior Observer 
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Newsletter Contact Details 
 

Newsletter Editor, Mark Farnworth 
Tel: 01744 635221 

Email: editor@shgam.org.uk 
 

Articles for the Newsletter should be submitted no later than the 15th of the 
month prior to the month of inclusion. 

Please email articles directly to Mark. 
 

Group Website: www.shgam.org.uk 

Email: webmanager@shgam.org.uk 

IAM Car Conference - 10th October 2009 

The Conference was opened by IAM 

Chairman Alistair Cheyne review-

ing his tenure as Chairman and 

sharing his vision for the future, 

beginning with the appointment of a 

Chief Executive in 2010 and a  

return to financial stability in 2010-

2011. 

 

Managing Director Simon Best 
went on to detail where new  

products need to be developed in 

order to recruit new members but 

also stressed the need for measures 

to retain existing members. A two-

tier level of membership is being 

investigated to provide a wider  

appeal. The Drive Check 55 initia-

tive introduced by the IAM is seen 

by Headquarters as a ‘quick-fix’ to 

boost membership, the actual check 

drive being carried out by Examin-

ers. Delegates were, however,   

concerned about the possible   

negative effect that this might have 

on local Groups and Observers’    

ability to recruit and train. 

 

Colin Patterson, Marketing and 
Communications, explained his 

‘work in progress’ on developing a 

new more customer-friendly website 

with examples of how the site might 

look in the future. 

 

 

Skid Control Course 
 

Further to my comments on 

page 1 the session included 

the following:- 

- Instructor skid           

demonstration.  

- Hands-on skid practice 

covering both ‘over’ and 

‘under’ steer.  

- Instructor braking      

technique demonstration 

of ABS and non-ABS.  

- Hands-on braking      

technique practice.  

- Timed Slalom Event - the 

fun part - this was our 

chance to enjoy putting our 

newly learnt skills into prac-

tice against the stop watch.  

  

The course was enjoyed by 

all who attended. 

On a real road there really 

is very little time, or space, 

to get out of trouble; better 

to try and avoid getting into   

trouble in the first place. 

On the whole, it was a very 

rewarding and fun day out.  

 

Rob Evans,  
Group Chairman 

Peter Rodgers, Chief Exam-
iner, has been asked by Alistair 

Cheyne to assume a different 

role to look at standards across 

the IAM, explaining that  

currently there are variations in 

the way local Groups re-

cruit/train/retain/manage their 

finances etc., with a view to 

‘ironing out’ the perceived varia-

tions. 

 

The afternoon session took the 

form of a ‘brain-storming’ ses-

sion where delegates, with the 

aid of wireless technology, put 

forward responses to key ques-

tions from the panel, the facili-

tator team simultaneously 

grouping the wide ranging    

responses (from the silly to the 

serious) into key themes for 

consideration by Headquarters. 

 

The final session saw the Chair-

man of our neighbouring Wigan 

Group, Gary Whittaker, awarded 

with the Fred Walton Rosebowl, 

so congratulations to Gary. 

 

Stephen Linell 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS & CONTACT DETAILS 
Group President              Group Vice-President 

Lady Kirsty Pilkington              Mark Farnworth 

COMMITTEE OFFICERS 2009/2010 

 

Chairman, Rob Evans 01744  617136 

        Mobile:           07920 080432  

        E-mail: robevans@shgam.org.uk 

 
Vice Chairman and Chief Observer, 
Jim Cunliffe   01744 733485 

 

Secretary, Sue Hunt           01942 724627 

 

Treasurer & Membership Secretary, 

Rona Houlton   01744 613920 

 

Associate Co-ordinator, 
Alan Prescott   01744 756298 

 

Training Officer, 
Ken Nevitt   01744 755660  

 

Recruitment Officer, 
Val O’Hanlon   0151 426 6712 

 

Marilyn Waugh  01744 602367 

Steve Linell   01744 731079 

Alan Meadows   077 6666 4364 

 
TRAINING TEAM  
Ken Nevitt (Chair)  01744 755660 

Alan Prescott   01744 756298 

Jim Cunliffe   01744 733485 

Mark Farnworth  01744 635221 

Jeff Mather 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Mark Farnworth  01744 635221 

 

IAM DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBER 

 

Bob Rowles 

18 West Croft 

Addingham 

ILKLEY 

West Yorks 

LS29 0SP 

 

Tel: 01943 831976 

 

IAM REGIONAL CO-ORDINATOR 

 

Angela Linsky 

4 Brimfield Avenue 

Tyldesley 

Manchester 

M29 8WY 

 

Tel: 01942 870078 

Mob: 07887 756 922 

Email: rco5@iam.org.uk 

 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The contents of this Newsletter 

are purely the views of the members 

and do not necessarily 

constitute the views of the IAM 

or the St Helens Group. 


